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Commission on Poverty (CoP)

District Visit — Tin Shui Wai

Purpose

This paper provides an overview of the community profile of Tin Shui
Wai (ITSW), the services available to the residents there relevant to poverty
alleviation, and some of the challenges faced by the community. It serves as a
background reference for Members’ visit to TSW on 7 March.

Background to the Visit

2. The Commission on Poverty held its first meeting on 18 February
2005.  The meeting endorsed its Terms of Reference -

. to study and identify the needs of the poor;

. to make policy recommendations to prevent and alleviate poverty, and
promote self-reliance; and

. to encourage community engagement; delineate responsibility between
the government, social welfare sector and community organisations;
foster public-private pattnerships and mobilise social capital in
alleviating poverty.

5 Members agreed to adopt a district-based approach in studying and
identifying as well as addressing the needs of the poor. The Commission would
conduct district visits to better understand the special needs and challenges of
different areas in Hong Kong. As a first step, members of the Commission
agreed to conduct a visit to TSW in March.

Community Profile

4. TSW is a newly developed town within the Yuen Long District. The
housing development began in 1992 in the southern part of TSW (TSW(S)).
Population of TSW has since then increased from 14,700 in 1992 to 185,300 in
2001.  There was a rapid increase in population since 2001 when newly
developed housing estates in the northern part of TSW (TSW(N)) started its
intake. The total population of TSW is expected to reach 312,900 in 2011.
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5. TSW is a relatively young area. Nearly 38% of the total population is
under the age of 24 vis-a-vis only 12% above the age of 55. The majority of
TSW residents live in public housing. Nearly 58% of the total population live in
public housing while 22% in Home Ownership Scheme Housing and merely 20%
in private estates. The concentration of population in public housing is
particularly high in TSW(N), which is a result of the change in housing policy in
the 1990s when all the subsidized housing projects originally planned in TSW(N)
have turned out to be public housing,

Brief Summary of the CSSA Case Profile in TSW

6. The Comptehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) Scheme provides
a safety net of last resort for those who cannot support themselves financially.
There are now three Social Security Field Units (which will be split into four in
April 2005) serving a total population of 539,100 in Yuen Long,

T As at 31.12.2004, Yuen Long constituted 10% (29,771) of total CSSA
caseload of the whole tertitory (294,482). Among the Yuen Long caseload, 49%
(14,717) of the cases resided in TSW. DBy case nature, the percentage of
able-bodied CSSA cases (including unemployment, low income and single parent)
in Yuen Long was relatively higher than that of the territory-wide. The number
of unemployment CSSA cases in TSW (2,491) was higher than that in the town
area (1,065) and rural area (1,255) of Yuen Long!.

8. As at 31.12.2004, there was a total of 6,299 unemployed CSSA
recipients, i.e. 13.2% against the Hong Kong total of 47,890. Out of these 6,299
recipients, 52.6% possessed no skills and 15.5% were sam hong workers.
Two-third of the recipients were at their middle age ranging from 40 to 59, and
46.7% received primary or even no education. In general, the profile of the
unemployed CSSA recipients in Yuen Long was mote ot less the same as that of
the territory.

Education services

9, It is the government’s policies that children aged 6 to 15 are provided
with nine-year free and universal education up to Secondary 3. Students are also
given the opportunity to receive subsidized senior secondary and assisted university
education. Intensive remedial teaching programmes and school-based remedial
support/curriculum tailoring programmes are developed in primary and secondary
schools respectively to support those academic low-achievers whereas students
with special education needs may attend special schools.

' Please refer to slide No. 82, 83 and 84 of the Brief on “District Characteristics and Service

Provision of Yuen Long” prepared by YLIDSWO for details.






